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To The Connecticut Board of Pardons and Parole:

I am writing this letter in support of Ernest Garlington's request for clemency in the state of
Connecticut. The circumstances surrounding Ernie's conviction have and will continue to be a

point of strong debate for years to come with varying testimony and degrees of certainty
coming from both sides. However, what I can attest to without any doubt, is that Ernie
Garlington has once again risen above his extremely difficult circumstances to commit himself
to doing everything within his capabilities to positively impact the world around him.

I am truly inspired by his commitment, dedication and service to others. He has not allowed his

incarceration to deter him from the mission he has to reach out and provide a blue print for
others to grow intellectually, spiritually and socially. His efforts have impacted countless
disadvantaged people prior to his incarceration and subsequently with the tremendous
programs he has been able to implement while being in prison over the past four years.

Although he has been separated from his friends and loved ones during this time, he has

continued to spread his message of building a better society, one man at a time and has worked
tirelessly to educate fellow inmates in an attempt to make them realize the potential positive
things they can accomplish with their lives. The programs he has instituted are simply a

reflection of a truly unique man whose passion and commitment to others has been

unwavering, even in the most difficult of times.

I have attached previous letters that I had written depicting my relationship with Ernie and my
belief in him as a person. I strongly urge you to grant clemency to this deserving man.

Respectfully,

.a,/ /77\'L-u"- t"i7
{l

Kevin Coyle \ ''

Assistant Football Coach

Cincinnati Bengals
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To Whom lt May Concern:

As both a college and professional football coach for over 28 years, I have come
in contact with hurrdreds of student athletes. While I was coachirtg at Holy Cross
I had the opportunity to work very closely with a young man from Waterbury
Connecticut named Ernie Garlington. My opinion of Ernie and the type of
individual I believe him to be are reflected in the attached letter of
recommendation that I wrote for him while coaching at Syracuse back in 1991. I

have had limited contact with him in recent years however he has always
impressed me as a man of tremendous character and integrity.

Sincerely,

?A; u4r/,
Kevin coyte /'
Assistant Football Coach
Cincinnati Bengals
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February 5, 1991

To whom this may concern:

I have had the pleasure of knowing Ernie Garlington for five years and I can
safely say that he is one of the nost i-mpressive young people I have ever been
around! My first contact r,riEh Ernie came in 1986 when he visited Holy Cross as

a potential student athlete. Over the last five years he has made a lasting
impression on me as a person with tremendous character, talent, determination
and personal pride.

I was very fortunate in rny capaclty as Ernie's coach to work directly wirh
him for four years and see him develop inEo a truly outstanding young rnan with
many talents and abilities.

He was a fine player for us, a truly gifted athlete and his untiring work
ethic was a great example to his teammates. ile was a strong leader on our
team and he had the respect of teammates and coaches alike. i{e was a true
"team player" wj-th a un\^ravering positive attitude and he was willing to do his
aUsofutE best on the field and in the classroom. His work habits are exceptional
and his d.edicatj-on and willingness to learn put hin in a class by hinself.

He is a young man who has exhibited the strength of character needed to face
and "overcome adversity" in both his personal life and athletic career. I{e is
witnoffithefj-nestro1emodelsforyoungpeop1ethatIknowtoday!

Ernie Garlington possesses all of the qualities necessary to succeed -
loyalty - initiative - ambition - and the willingness to work towards achi.eving
his goa1s. He is a very conscientious person who handles responsibility very
well. He is mature, serious about his future and determined to be successful.

I aro available at any time to talk further about Ernie Garlington. He is
truly an outstanding young person that will be most influential and successful
in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Kevin Coyle

KC: sy

Assistant Football Coach



Mann-Agnew Associates

In God, Designed and Destined
For Greatness

CT Board of Pardons and Paroles
c/o William Bumpus Jan 17, 2012
210 Stonefield Drive
Unit #46
Waterbury, CT 06705

Dear CT Board of Pardons and Paroles:

The purpose of this letter is to express my wholehearted support for the clemency
request for Dr. Earnest Garlington.  As a man of character and incredible conviction,
Dr. Garlington has had a profound impact on my life and the community as a whole.
He is an extraordinary individual that has a way of touching the very “soul” of
everyone that he comes in contact with-from the most disenfranchised to most
affluent businessmen.  He has a strong, but humble, spiritual approach that guides
individuals to realize the best in themselves.  He has an unwavering passion to
design effective programs and approaches that assist masses of people to excel
and maximize self empowerment. He is a devoted family man that is loved,
respected and regarded as a prominent pillar in his community. Even in his
incarceration, Dr Garlington has consistently gone over and beyond to design and
implement projects that have a profound effect on those around him. His deeply
rooted, divine drive to be a leader and social change agent is extraordinarily unique
and distinctive. It is because of this that I support the request for clemency.  His
consistent exemplary conduct, both as an inmate and in the community speaks
volumes about his commendable work and leadership.

I have known Dr. Garlington for over a decade and my connection with him has
been both professional and personal. Professionally, as a college professor and
social work administrator, I have had the pleasure of collaborating with Dr.
Garlington on many projects designed to assist at-risk families. He has provided
several trainings and consultations for my organization that resulted in more
effective practice and improved client outcomes. On a personal note, he made
interventions in my life on two separate occasions that were absolutely life-
changing.  I am a very private person; however, I will elaborate on one situation as I
feel very strongly about effectively communicating the profound impact that Dr.
Garlington has had on my families’ life path.



On one occasion, several years ago Dr. Garlington provided crisis intervention to
my latency aged-son during a very difficult time after the unexpected loss of his
father. Dr Garlington was incredibly supportive and skilled at engaging my son.
During several interfaces, Dr. Garlington assisted my son in working through the
bereavement issues that hindered his functioning.  He set goals for my son and
attached incentives for expected modified behavior.  Out of the goodness of his
heart- He took time with my son at this crucial, pivotal point in time.  His approach
and technique assisted my son in stabilizing and meeting the expectations set by
Dr. Garlington.  As a matter of fact, my son has been so inspired that he has chosen
to follow in Dr. Garlington’s footsteps and redirected his passion towards academic
excellence and sports. By the end of his senior year, he made All-state, All-
conference and was the MVP of his HS football team.  Consequently, he was
offered several full football scholarships.  He is now a junior benefiting from a full
football scholarship at UMASS.  Like Dr. Garlington he is majoring in psychology
and hopes to build his profession engaging and developing programs that support
at-risk youth.  I am forever grateful because Dr. Garlington helped him turn his life
around.  He changed his paradigm of thinking by assisting him to redefine who “he
is” as a young Black male and clarifying what “he could become.” As stated by my
son,

“Dr. Ernest Garlington has been a truly supportive and influential person in my life as
long as I've known him. Every time I am around Dr. Garlington, I am inspired to do the
best that I possibly can at everything.   I see him as a walking example of hard work and
its outcomes at its finest. Dr. Garlington has supported me from everything from my
athletic career to academics. I remember times where I would speak to him about my life
and where it was at the time, and it’s like he said all the right things, as if he had been
there before. Dr. Garlington brings the best out of everyone he is around and I think it is
evident on everyone that has come into contact with him. I am sure that everyone close to
him would undoubtedly agree. I would do anything in my power to help Dr. Garlington in
his current situation and would not think twice about it.   Dr. Garlington means so much
to me and so many others and it’s because of the caliber of man he is.”
----- Theodore Quentin Agnew III

With that said, my family and I would like to express an unwavering support for Dr.
Garlington in the request for clemency. His type of extraordinary commitment and
involvement to serving and empowering people is rare and distinctive. He has had
a life-changing impact on my family and so many others in his community. His
consistent exemplary conduct, both as an inmate and in the community is
commendable and should be recognized and considered in this endeavor.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula Mann-Agnew LMSW, CSW

Paula Mann- Agnew LMSW, CSW
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