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fanuary L2,2012

Mr. William Bumpus, Esq.
210 Stonefield Drive. Unit #46
Waterbury, CT 06705

Re: Clemency for Dr. Ernest Garlington

I've known Ernest for close to eight years. I met him at a time when he and his brother, Larry, were
putting plans in place to launch their merchandising company, Christian Warrior International. I

offered to work with them to strategize on marketing and promotional plans to launch the product
line.

I was drawn to the project because of its mission and overtime my relationship with Ernest and

Larry turned from a professional one to an endearing friendship.

Almost immediately upon meeting Ernest I realized he is one of a kind. Ernest exemplifies integrity,
honesty, compassion for others and above all service to God. The news of his arrest and

incarceration was unfathomable. I have never doubted for one second Ernest's innocence and

know for certain that a terrible injustice has occurred'

Throughout this whole encounter and unjust incarceration, Ernest's unwavering faith in God

continues to be a source of inspiration. He continues to demonstrate leadership and support of
others with the myriad of programs he's designed, implemented and/or facilitated at the
correctional facilities. So many people going through this experience would become cynical and
resentful, but Ernest has managed to make lemonade out of lemons. I know his heart is heavy,

being without freedom and being apart from his family, whom he loves dearly. It's heartbreaking
thinking about the time he is serving for a crime he didn't commit and is innocent of, but it's a
testament to his character as a man, and especially his servitude to God that grounds him as he

continues to leverage his talents as an educator and psychologist and passion to help people

flourish and grow.

I pray that the effort to achieve clemency for Ernest is granted and that true justice is served. His

family, friends, community and society at large needs Dr. Ernest Garlington to be free to fulfill his
visions to educate, inspire and inform others of God unwavering presence.
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ncerely,



Laura A. Marsala
23 Fleming Street
Waterbury,CT 0671,0

January 30,2012

Connecticut Board of Pardons and Parole
55 West Main Street
Waterbury,CT 06702

RE: Clemency Application for Ernest Garlington

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing in strong support of clemency for Dr. Ernest Garlington. I have known Dr.

Gal iiiigton for sevcii yeal's, duririg wiricii ire artci iris iaiirily have uunliiiued to astt-,urtr.i arrd

inspire me with the active roles they take in building better communities and reaching out
to those in need in many different ways,

Despite their legal problems, the Garlingtons have continued to exemplify loving and caring
for others that can only be borne out of a loving and caring, close-knit family. Their support
for and nurturing of one another radiates throughout their daily work, volunteerism and

social activities, and touches a very wide range of people. I am most fortunate to count
myself among those people. At a time when the family structure continues to erode, their
strength and closeness as a family is a rarity in itself. 'Ihese are people who want a bettet'

world - not just their children but for everyone, and the Garlingtons continue to
demonstrate that time and time again.

In addition to my friendship with both Dr. Ernest Garlingtcn ;rrrci his wife, Darlene Powell

Garlington, I have collaborated with them on professional projects. The intention of each

project, while personally costly to them, was to benefit others. Each project on which we

have embarked together has moved toward the betterment of society. You have already
read about the positive programs Ernest Garlington has created and initiated during his

time in prison, where resources are scarce. 'Ihe energy and benefits that he will bring to

initiatives outside of prison, where there are vast resources, will be nothing short of
amazing.

Please consider - then grant - clemency for this very fine man. His natural gifts and

talents are freely given with a heart filled with compassion and love for others, It is this

boundless service to others that is the real loss to our society, Thank you for the
opportunity to show you the side of Ernie that I know and deeply respect.

Laura A. Marsala





17305 Berndale Ct.
Upper Marlboro, MD 207 72

December 9,2011

Dear Sir or Madame:

It is not every day when you find yourself having to write a letter about someone that has

meant so much to so many. However, I am saddened that I must write this letter under these

circumstances. I am the youngest sister of Dr. Ernest Garlington. I would like to add my voice to

the many others that will be writing on behalf of my brother. We grew up under the care of our

mother Laura Garlington. She instilled in us the value of hard work and education. She, also,

taught us to always look out for those in need. Those who needed you to help lift them up. This

education from our mother was what my brother, "Ernie", has tried to live by throughout his life.

When we were growing up, Ernie always worked hard at all that he did. He worked hard

in school and excelled. He worked hard in football and excelled. He was a fine role model for
me to follow. I wanted to do as well as he did. His example encouraged me to also work hard.

Ernie's positive attitude did not only affect me, it affected his friends. Ernie was always doing

his best to motivate and encourage those in our neighborhood. We did not grow up in the best

environment. But, we knew that hard work and education would make the difference for us.

This is what Ernie always tried to help our friends to understand, no matter how challenging their

circumstances may have been. He never gave up hope for them.

As an adult, Emie has continued to guide and support those who need assistance. He

chose to be educated in the field of Psychology, so that he could have a direct influence on the

lives of those in need. He chose to work in our home town of Waterbury, so that he could have a

positive impact on those who needed support, counsel, and direction. He was determined not

forget his roots. I am sure that he positively impacted the lives of many, many people.

Our fine training that we received from our mother has particularly been useful over the

past several years. We were always taught to help others, even when we ourselves were in a
difficult situation. My brother has certainly been in a difficult situation as of late. However, he

has not forgotten his education that he received from our mother. He has continued to work hard

for those in need. While he has been incarcerated, he has been involved in several positive

projects. One that I feel is particularly noteworthy is The University Televised Video School

Project. This fine proposal for correctional institutions across the country would help to improve

education prospects for inmates and, thereby, reduce the rates of recidivism. I know from

personally helping Ernie in the beginning stages of this proposal that he has worked tirelessly to

complete this project. Closely associated with this is an education program that he has created

and organizedto help inmates earn college credit. I am so proud of my brother. He has truly
taken avery bad situation and tumed it around for the better. What is so wonderful about this is



that this positive outcome has affected not just him, but more importantly, many others. I have
not personally spoken to those individuals in the correctional institute that have had the
opporhrnity to take these classes or who have been impacted so very positively by my brothers
hard work, but I am sure that their lives will never be the same. Emie has been a force for good
in so many people's lives. I sincerely hope that the greatest consideration will be given to all
that my brother, Dr. Ernest Garlington, has done.
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